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Peter Fidler (1769-1822) 
His Career with the HBC 

 
Peter Fidler was born at Sutton Mills, Bolsover, in Derbyshire on 16 August 1769. He 

joined the HBC as a labourer in 1788 and eventually trained as a surveyor.1 Fidler spent 

his first winter as a labourer at York Factory under the supervision of Joseph Colen. 

After one year, Colen decided that Fidler would be assigned to duties inland.  

On 1 August 1789 Fidler left York Factory for Manchester House.  He arrived 

at Manchester House in early October. In December, Fidler was sent to South Branch 

House to be a writer for Mitchell Oman, an illiterate trader. Fidler kept the South 

Branch House journal from 21 December 1789 until the brigade left the post in June 

1790.2   

 

1790-95 – Cumberland House/Buckingham House/York Factory 

Over the course of the winter, Fidler was selected to spend the summer at 

Cumberland House where he would be trained in surveying by Philip Turnor, the 

company’s surveyor since 1778. He started training as soon as he arrived at Cumberland 

House in June of 1790.  They then headed north to conduct surveys of the route to 

 
1 On 19 April 1788, in London he signed on to be a labourer for the Hudson’s Bay Company for five 
years at ₤10 per year. HBCA A.30/7, fo. 47.  Also see HBCA A.6/14, fo. 42d. 
2 HBCA B. 205/a/4. 
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Lake Athabasca in September.3 They were not able to make it to Lake Athabasca before 

freeze up, arriving at Ile à la Crosse on 7 October, where they decided to spend the 

winter. They left Ile à la Crosse on 30 May 1791 headed for Lake Athabasca. The party 

reached Fort Chipewyan on 28 June 1791, and Great Slave Lake on 18 July. The party 

did survey the course of the Athabasca River to Lake Athabasca, and then the Slave 

River to the place where that river debouches into the Great Slave Lake. On 15 August 

Turnor, Fidler, and Hugh Lisk, and Robert Garroch left to survey the entire shore of 

the Lake Athabasca, returning to their home base at the end of August.  At the time, 

Fidler and Turnor believed that Samuel Hearne’s Athapuscow Lake was Lake 

Athabasca, although it was Great Slave Lake. Fidler had proven an exceptional ability 

to withstand, and enjoy the rigours of life with nomadic hunting bands.   

On 9 May, 1792 as soon as the ice had cleared from the Athabasca River, the 

party embarked upriver on their way to York Factory.  They returned via the Methy 

Portage, arriving at Ile à la Crosse on 8 June. They arrived at Cumberland House on 27 

June.  Then after a few days, they continued towards York Factory, arriving there on 

17 July.4  Turnor offered, to William Tomison and Joseph Colen, to return to the 

Athabasca, but his offer was not accepted.5   

 
3 Fidler’s Journal of this expedition can be found int HBCA E.3/1, fos. 2-24. It is entitled “A Journey 
from Isle a la Crosse by way of Swan Lake a new Track to the Athapascow Lake in the Year 1791 by 
Peter Fidler.” Peter Fidler’s “Journal of a journey with the Chepawyans ... in 1791 & 2,” is included in 
J.B. Tyrrell, J.B. ed., Journals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor  (Toronto:  Champlain Society, 1934). 
4 Tyrrell, Journals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor, 490-1.  Their return is also noted in HBCA 
B.239/a/92, 17 July 1792. 
5 Tyrrell, Journals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor, 491. 
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William Tomison, inland chief, assigned Peter Fidler to survey the entire route 

from York Factory to Buckingham House,6 and to accompany some Piegan as they 

traveled southward from Buckingham House (1792).  Thus, Fidler made surveys as far 

southwest as the upper reaches of the Oldman River, near the present-day Alberta-

Montana border.7  Fidler’s winter home (1792-93) would be in the tipis of Sakatow’s 

band of Peigan as they traveled through the northwestern plains. By New Year’s Day, 

1793, Fidler would be at the Oldman River under the shadows of the Rocky Mountains 

hundreds of miles from the closest European establishment.  On 20 March 1793 he 

returned to Buckingham House. 

When he returned to Buckingham House, there was still time before the canoes 

embarked for York Factory for Fidler to make a trip up the North Saskatchewan River 

to the area near the mouth of the Sturgeon River, where the NWC had decided to build.  

Fidler was sent to undertake a survey to determine the location and to see whether there 

was a good location there.  He was back at Buckingham House on 11 April 1793.8   

Thereafter, Fidler accompanied the traders as they delivered their winter hunts 

to York Factory, and picked up their new trading supplies.  While there he had to deal 

with contractual matters as his five-year contract was up.  Fidler was granted a three-

year contract as “Surveyor Writer &c” for £25 per year,9  and he signed a four-year 

 
6 This survey from York Factory to Buckingham House is documented in HBCA E.3/1. 
7 This survey from Buckingham House to the Rocky Mountains is documented in HBCA B.E/2. 
8 HBCA E. 3/2, fos. 36-39. 
9 HBCA A.30/6. fos. 36d -37. 
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contract for £25 per year on 17 September 1794.10 Fidler remained at York Factory and 

kept a meteorological journal there continuously from 12 October 1793 to 2 September 

1795.11 Thereafter, the Governor and Committee issued instructions for Fidler to 

proceed inland to make surveys of discovery.12 

 

1795-96 Carlton/Charlton House on the Assiniboine  

In keeping with the company’s instructions, Fidler went inland, but not on an 

exploratory assignment. On 5 September he left with Charles Thomas Isham, to 

establish Carlton/Charlton House near the NWC’s Fort Alexandria, in the Swan River 

district, just west of northern Lake Winnipegosis.  This was on the Assiniboine River 

close to the “Indian Elbow.”13 During the winter Fidler made surveys of the region and 

kept astronomical and meteorological journals. On 30 March 1796, Filder left Carlton 

House for Swan River House and Cumberland House, where he arrived on 23 May.  

He stayed at Cumberland House all summer, and on 27 September he headed to 

Buckingham House, where he arrived on 19 October. 

 

 

 
10 HBCA A.32/6 fo. 58.  
11 HBCA E.3/7 fos.1-25. 
12 HBCA 6/15, fo. 139d. 30 May 1795, Committee at Hudsons Bay House to William Tomison & 
Council at York Factory. 
13 Fidler’s Journal to the site of Carlton House can be found at HBCA E.3/2. His Carlton House 
journal can be found at B.28/a/2. 
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   Peter Fidler's Map of the Swan River Posts 1795 

 
1796-1799 Buckingham House and Cumberland House 

Fidler spent the winter of 1796-97 in charge at Buckingham House.14 On 19 May he 

left Buckingham House to bring the furs to York Factory, and then he was sent back 

up to Cumberland House, where he arrived on 20 September.  He remained in charge 

at Cumberland House until the summer of 1799.15 

 
14 His post journal for this period can be found at B.24/a/4 and B.49/a/27b. 
15 The official post journal can be found at HBCA B.49/a/ 28 and HBCA B.49/a/29. 
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1799-1800 Greenwich House (Lac la Biche/Red Deer’s Lake) 

In 1799, the HBC began to expand into the north, and Peter Fidler was deemed 

the proper person for to conduct this undertaking.16 By this time (1796-99) he was 

earning ₤50 per annum.17 Fidler left Cumberland House on 5 August, traveling towards 

the Beaver River via the Frog Portage (Portage la Traite), but on the 20th near Primeau 

Lake, he unexpectedly caught up with a party led by William Auld, sent out from 

Churchill to establish posts at Ile à la Crosse, Buffalo Lake, Green Lake, and Waterhen 

Lake.  Auld and Fidler agreed that Fidler and his men would build at Red Deers Lake, 

and Auld at Green Lake. Thus, on 7 September, Fidler established Bolsover House at 

Meadow Lake. From Meadow Lake Fidler carried on to Red Deers Lake, where he 

arrived on 26 September.  Fidler established a post on Red Deers Lake, calling it 

Greenwich House.  

On 18 December Fidler left overland for Edmonton, with dogs and sleds, to 

collect goods and consult with James Bird, regarding the future of Greenwich House.  

After spending Christmas there, he returned to Greenwich House on 1 January 1800.  

Then, in January, he decided to accompany some Canadians headed to the Slave River 

post established the previous October.  Thus, between 25 January and 5 February, he 

surveyed the route between Greenwich House and the confluence of the Athabasca 

 
16 HBCA B.239/b/63 J.B. (John Ballenden) to James Bird, Gordon House, 27 June 1799, fo. 4d. 
17 HBCA A.30/7, fo. 74. 
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and Lesser Slave Rivers.18  He then remained at Greenwich until 13 May when he 

traveled to Buckingham House.19 

 

1800-1802 Chesterfield House  

In 1800, Fidler returned to the northern plains.  In this case he was asked to establish a 

trading post at the confluence of the Red Deer and South Saskatchewan Rivers.20 This 

post, which Fidler named Chesterfield House was a bold experiment for the fur trading 

companies, for it was situated well outside the territory of the Cree and Assiniboine. 

Peter Fidler established Chesterfield House in the autumn of 1800 where he was soon 

joined by Pierre Belleau of the NWC and John Wills of the XYC.  Fidler and Belleau 

agreed to build within one stockade and, in keeping with their policy of 

non-cooperation with the XYC, left Wills to build separate facilities.21  In 1801 only the 

HBC and XYC returned to the site.  Chesterfield House was probably rooted in a hope 

that the South Saskatchewan would form a possible route across the mountains. The 

South Saskatchewan River, however, was another disappointment.  It was too shallow 

and it passed through the plains territory that was too dangerous.  Fidler returned to 

 
18 This journal of exploration can be found at HBCA E.3/2, fos. 46-62. 
19 Fidler’s post journal for Greenwich House 1799-1800 can be found at HBCA B.104/a/1. 
20 Fidler’s “Journal from the mouth of the South Branch of the Saskatchewan River to the 
confluence of the Bad & Red Deers River where Chesterfield House is situated,” can be found at 
HBCA E.3/2, fos. 62d-72. The Indigenous maps that Fidler copied can be found at fos. 103d-107. 
21 David J. Fairfield, “Chesterfield House and the Bow River Expedition,” M.A. Thesis, University of 
Alberta, 1970, 10. 
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Chesterfield House for the 1801-1802 season, but left Chesterfield House for the last 

time on 12 April 1802, and arrived at York Factory on 23 June.22 

 

1802-1806 Nottingham House23 

In 1802, the HBC showed its first determined effort to trade in the Athabasca country.  

The NWC had been there since 1778, and had reaped great profits there.  Not 

surprisingly, Peter Fidler was chosen to lead this effort.  He was really the only HBC 

servant left who was familiar with the area.24   

 In the fall of 1802, Peter Fidler built a post which he called Nottingham House 

on English Island not far from the NWC and XYC’s posts at Fort Chipewyan. During 

that winter, Fidler faced opposition unlike anything he had experienced before.  Soon 

after they left Cumberland House, Fidler already noted that “the old Company uses 

every means both foul & fair to hurt us all that ever they can.”25  In the spring of 1803, 

Fidler did not want to abandon Nottingham for the summer, but his men did not want 

to stay.  Three men demanded £18 (instead of £16), and Fidler relented to avoid 

abandoning the houses.  

 

 
22 Fidler’s post journals while at Chesterfield House can be found at HBCA B.34/a/1-3. 
23 Fidler’s post journals at Nottingham House, 1802-1806 can be found at HBCA B.39/a/1-5b. 
24 In 1800, Fidler had been categorized as a “Surveyor” making ₤50 per annum (HBCA A.30/10, 
fo.29d). In 1802, he was recategorized as a “Master & Trader” making ₤80 per annum (B.239/d/124, 
fos. 57d-58). 
25 HBCA B.39/a/1, 15 August 1802. 
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 HBC posts in the Athabasca circa 1806 
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 As bad as the first two seasons at Nottingham House were, things deteriorated 

significantly in the 1804-05 season. The partners of the NWC and XYC had lost so 

much money that on 5 November 1804, in Montreal, the exhausted partners agreed to 

a merger.26  Within days Fidler began to experience the NWC’s “greatest rigor.”  He 

wrote that “a Mr [Samuel] Black went in a very daring manner & examined every thing” 

as they loaded the canoes.  Fidler continued by writing that “he goes about with a very 

long cutlass & threatens every one with death should they offer to come to us—shurely 

your Honors will never let pass such conduct in the Canadians—otherwise, not an 

Indian will be allowed to come to us & we have no change with them as they are 3 or 

4 for one of us.”27 

 Under those conditions it became even harder for Fidler to convince his men to 

stay at the post during the summer.  He once again promised one man an additional 

two pounds in order to convince him to stay at Nottingham House during the summer 

of 1805, and he once again wrote “should your Honors not chuse to pay it, please to 

charge the 2 £ to my account.”28   

Fidler returned to Nottingham House in the following season, but the 

harassment became worse.  Beginning in 1802 certain NWC men engaged in a virtual 

private war against the HBC in the Athabasca country.  By late December he had 

 
26 Wallace, Documents Relating to the North West Company, 19.  The exhausted XYC and NWC merged on 
5 November 1804. 
27 HBCA B.39/a/4, 24 May 1805. 
28 HBCA B.39/a/4, 23 May 1805 
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surrendered. Fidler noted that “unless the Honble Committee take notice of such 

Practices of the Canadians—nothing ever can be done any way advantageous to the 

Company.”29  Again, he argued that the Canadians conducted themselves “without any 

regard to right or Justice.”30 The HBC’s abandonment of Nottingham House 

represented a severe blow, both to the company, and to Peter Fidler personally.  The 

HBC made no serious attempt to trade in the Athabasca again until 1814.   

 

1806-1808 Cumberland House and Fort Hibernia 

After Fidler returned to York Factory in 1806, he was told to take charge at 

Cumberland House, an assignment that probably suited him.31  He was now earning 

₤90 per annum as a “Trader & Master”32 and the assignment also allowed him to 

recuperate from what must have been an extraordinarily traumatic and exhausting 

experience. 

On 2 June 1807 Fidler left for another survey.  He was sent to survey the 

Reindeer and Wollaston Lakes route.33 He arrived at Lake Athabasca (29 June). Fidler 

left Lake Athabasca on 30 June, met some Canadians on 2 July, discovered his cache 

plundered later the same day.  He then went via Wollaston and Reindeer Lakes to the 

 
29 HBCA B.39/a/5, 8 January 1806. 
30 HBCA B.39/a/5, 8 January 1806. 
31 Fidler’s post journal for Cumberland House, 1806-07 can be found at HBCA B.49/a/32b. 
32 HBCA B.239/d/133, fos. 57d-58. 
33 HBCA E.3/5 fos. 2-22d. 
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Churchill River, taking astronomical observations at Clapham House on 17 July 1807.  

He arrived at Churchill on 4 August, and on 22nd, took a batteaux to York Factory, 

where he arrived on 25 August 1807. Following that survey, he wintered at Swan River 

in 1807-08.  

 

1808-1811 Clapham House and Ile a la Crosse  

After wintering at Swan River in 1807-08, Fidler surveyed the rivers from the 

Swan River, over to and down the Qu’Appelle River to the Assiniboine and Red Rivers 

to Lake Manitoba, and then up the east shore of Lake Winnipeg to the entrance of the 

Nelson River in 1808.34  Then he wintered with William Auld at Clapham House 

(Reindeer Lake) in the winter of 1808-09.35  In the spring he surveyed the route from 

Reindeer Lake to Flamborough House (on the Hayes River near York Factory).36  He 

left Clapham House on 14 May, and arrived at Cumberland House on 21 May. Fidler 

then surveyed the northern route from Cumberland House to York Factory, which had 

not been surveyed before. 

Fidler was at Ile a la Crosse from the fall of 1809 to the end of May 1811.37 While 

the HBC was not yet ready to challenge the NWC in the Athabasca, it was judged time 

 
34 HBCA E3/5, fos. 23d-33. 
35 In the Churchill Factory accounts of 1808-11, he was again categorized as a “Surveyor” earning 
₤90 per annum. HBCA B.42/d/90-95.  
36 HBCA E.3/4, fos. 1-10.  Fidler kept a meteorological journal at Clapham House from 16 October 
1808 to 9 May 1809, indicating that he was there the whole time. 
37 The post journal for 1809-10 does not appear to have survived, but Fidler’s meteorological journal 
for that winter shows that he was there from 1 October 1809 to 31 May 1810. Fidler’s post journal 
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to return to Ile à la Crosse.  The company re-established the post in 1809, and the NWC 

saw the reestablishment of Ile à la Crosse as precursor to the HBC’s return to the 

Athabasca. As a result, the Canadians responded ruthlessly.  The 1810-11 season must 

have been the most harrowing winter of Fidler’s life. When Fidler left the Athabasca 

country in 1811, he would never be back.   

 

1811-1812 Furlough in England 

The York Factory journal indicated that Peter Fidler was leaving for England for 

“some private concerns which require his personal attendance at home.”38  It seems 

likely that this was related to the death of his father.  While there, he arranged the 

construction of a house, and drew maps for the committee.   

 
1812-1819 Brandon House and Red River Settlement 
 

Fidler left London on 31 May and o 25 August 1812, he arrived at York Factory.39   

On 10 September 1812, Fidler embarked inland from York Factory.40  

Fidler went to the nascent Selkirk colony where he surveyed river lots at Point 

Douglas, not far from today’s downtown Winnipeg.  He was then sent to Brandon 

House by William Auld to put the post on a solid footing after the mutiny of 1810-12.41 

 
of 1810-11 can be found at HBCA B.89/a/2. 
38 HBCA B.239/a/118, 5 October 1811. 
39 HBCA C.1/424, fo. 2; B.239/a/118, fo. 23. 
40 HBCA B.239/a/118, 24d. 
41 With the reorganization of the HBC in 1810, William Auld became the Chief of the Northern 
Department and Brandon House, which had been under the superintendence of Albany Factory, 
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He was again categorized as a “Master and Trader” earning ₤100 per annum,42 and was 

sent to replace John Richards McKay who was considered too young and too connected 

to the erstwhile mutineers given his birth in Rupert’s Land, and long association with 

the men of Brandon House.43 In response to Miles Macdonell’s preference for McKay 

to help the Colony from Brandon, Auld noted that: 

Whatever objections may be to Mr. Fidler superceeding the boy John 
McKay I readily if Mr. Sinclair will permit me take the whole 
responsibility of it myself – This youth was an insuperable obstacle 
while being a Native & a large number of the people at Brandon 
House being also Natives & nearly allied by blood to him I not only 
found for the Company’s interests but for the young man himself 
tho’ by the goodness of Providence you have received all your People 
safe & well by open water there were many chances of their being set 
fast by the way when the experience of such as Mr. F[idler] would 
have been entitled to the most affecting acknowledgements & I 
flatter myself that before he quits that part of the Country you will 
have abundant proof of his zeal to provide your comforts & 
advantage . . .44 
 

Fidler arrived at Brandon House from Pembina on November 8, 1812, and 

promptly sent John Richards McKay to re-establish Qu’Appelle House.45 No journal 

for Brandon House exists for this year, though one was kept by McKay at Qu’Appelle 

House, one he had started at Brandon. Consequently, we have little sense of Fidler’s 

activities other than travelling to the Mandan villages with Owen Keveny in February 

 
became part of the Northern Department in the West Winnipeg Factory.  
42 HBCA B.154/d/1, fos. 38d-39. 
43 He was the son of John McKay, the long-time master at Brandon House, who had died just before 
the mutiny.  
44 HBCA B.239/b/83, fo. 9d. William Auld to Miles Macdonell, January 1813, York Factory. 
45 HBCA B.63/a/2, fo. 4d. 
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and March of 1813. Little is known of the trade there but Fidler did bring back Indian 

corn, beans, pumpkin, and tobacco seeds for the Selkirk Colony.46 We do know that 

prior to taking the Mandan trip both Brandon House and Qu’Appelle were short of 

meat and pemmican.47  

On May 25, 1813, Fidler left Brandon House for York Factory leaving John 

McKay in charge of the post for the summer. When Fidler reached York Factory with 

his returns, there were repercussions. The accounts for the West Winnipeg factory 

contain a note dated 6th of September that Fidler was suspended from his role as 

“Master and Trader” for his bad conduct as a trader, and that he was now to be rated 

as formerly, a “Surveyor.”48 This finding must have been sent to the London 

Committee, as it sent formal instructions to the new Governor of the Northern 

Department (Auld had resigned) Thomas Thomas in April of 1814, that: “We have 

been much disappointed to find that Mr. Fidler has been employed at Brandon house 

as a Trader, for which he is quite unfit, instead of going on with the surveys by our 

letter of (May 11).”49 The instructions also noted that given that Mr. Fidler should be 

employed at surveying it would be utterly impossible that he should  be always 

 
46 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-16, Vol. 62, p. 16808. Journal of Miles Macdonell, March 18,1813.  
47 HBCA B.154/a/5, fo. 23. Jack River Journal. Letter of William Hillier to William Sinclair, Journal 
date 24 February 1813. 
48 HBCA B.154/d/1, fo. 39. 
49 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-2, Vol. 4, p. 1361. 
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accompanied by his numerous family, who should be left at Red River or some other 

post where they could be more easily maintained.50  

Thus, when Fidler was sent back to Brandon House he was no longer in charge 

but a surveyor under the supervision of John Stitt. This must have galled Fidler as Stitt 

was widely regarded as an inferior trader. Two years later, Fidler would vent to 

Governor Semple that William Auld did not much consider the future prosperity of the 

HBC, that his system was calculated to feather his own nest and make as much money 

as he could quickly, and had he continued the HBC would have been restricted to their 

posts on the bay. Fidler was particularly upset at Auld’s harshness to servants, sending 

many of them home, and giving large bounties to men who lived in the Churchill 

Factory with Auld.51 

 No journals exist for Brandon House in 1813-14, but we do know that Fidler 

was instructed to have the Pemmican Proclamation attached to the gates of the NWC 

post near Brandon House. The proclamation prohibited the removal of pemmican from 

the colony in order that the colonists would not starve. According to Fidler, when he 

presented the proclamation to John Wills on 24 January 1814, Wills refused “to have it 

so published alledging that he did not acknowledge any authority in the district by which 

 
50 Ibid., p. 1362. William Hillier had earlier noted that when Fidler travelled with him, he required an 
entire boat to himself and his family, amounting to 10 persons besides his luggage. HBCA 
B.239/b/83, fo, 1d. William Hillier to William Auld, December 4, 1812.  
51 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-2, Vol. 6, pp. 1837-38. Letter of Peter Fidler to Governor Semple, Brandon 
House, December 27, 1815. 
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such a proclamation could be made.”52  More ominously, when Fidler brought up the 

proclamation again in the middle of February, “Mr. John Wills said, that he would 

assemble the Indians to assist his people in forceably resisting the said Proclamation 

being carried into effect.”53 This incident is telling, in the sense that the increasing 

difficulties and violence at Red River would significantly change the orders for Fidler 

to survey in different parts of the company’s territories. Increasingly he would be tied 

to Red River and Brandon, and he would regain his designation of “Master and Trader.” 

In early May 1814, Fidler arrived at the Red River Colony to survey river lots.54  

On 25 July, Macdonell wrote to Selkirk that “we require to have a permanent surveyor 

that would keep a regular office, & Mr. Fidler might answer the purpose from his 

experience in the Country he might be useful in other respects.—His Indian family is 

some objection to him.—I know that he would gladly enter into the service of the 

Colony, & offers to build a house in the town for his family—his yearly salary from the 

Company is £100 he would accept of the same here he is far from being a well polished 

man, & is not well liked by the people, but I think him a well meaning man.”55 

Macdonnell wrote that letter on the same day he left the colony to go to York 

Factory to attend to some of the colony’s affairs.  Three days earlier, on 22 July 1814, 

he signed a document indicating that he was leaving Fidler and Archibald McDonald in 

 
52 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-1, Vol. 3, p. 919. “Certificate of Messrs John Flett And Peter Fidler 
53 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-1, Vol. 3, p. 925. Deputation of Mr. Fidler, 14 May 1814. 
54 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-1, Vo. 3, p. 1203. Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, 25 July 1814. 
55 Ibid. 
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charge of the settlement, Fidler to take responsibility for the stores, goods, and 

buildings, and McDonald to take responsibility for the settlers themselves.56  On 9 

November, Fidler left for Brandon House, and arrived on 22 November.57 By spring 

1815, the NWC had convinced many settlers to accept transportation to Canada.  Only 

about 60 remained.  They were harassed until they agreed to abandon the settlement.  

They headed to York Factory, but were met by Colin Robertson, who convinced them 

to turn back to the colony. Fidler spent the winter of 1814-15 at Brandon before 

returning to the colony in 1815.  

He left Brandon House on 15 May 1815, and arrived at the colony on the 19th.58  

He discovered that “nearly all the Settlers that have come to the Country these two last 

years had gone over to the Canadian House.”59 Fidler reported that the NWC and Metis 

had harassed and threatened the colonists through the winter of 1814 and spring of 

1815. This led many of the colonists to agree to go with the NWC to Canada. Fidler’s 

Journal shows that this was a very tense time, and the harassment and seizing of horses 

continued into June. The colonists homes and other buildings were destroyed and on 

25 June, Fidler signed a capitulation.60  On 27 June Fidler accompanied the colonists as 

they travelled north.  16 July they met Colin Robertson on Lake Winnipeg. His party 

 
56 HBCA B.235/a/3, fo. 1. Fidler’s journal at Red River Settlement, 1814-15. 
57 HBCA B.235/a/3, fo. 14. Entry for 9 November 1814. 
58 HBCA B.235/a/3, Fidler’s Journal, 19 May 1815. 
59 HBCA B.235/a/3, Fidler’s Journal, 19 May 1815. 
60 HBCA B.235/a/3, Fidler’s Journal, pp 86-7. 
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appears to have continued to Painted Stone (2 August)61 and to York.  Robert Semple 

at York Factory wrote to Colin Robertson on 5 September 1815, asking Robertson to 

take charge of the colony.  He added that “Mr. Peter Fidler in the service of the H.B.Co. 

has undertaken to conduct the settlers towards the Red River.  His long experience in 

the Surveying Department peculiarly qualified him for the task, & after their arrival 

must materially contribute towards their comfort & even their subsistence.  Besides his 

other qualifications he brings with him a great degree of zeal & good will towards the 

Colony which will effectually ensue the utmost exertion of his abilities in its behalf.”62 

Thomas Thomas, the acting Governor of the Northern Department further made 

Fidler’s case. He wrote to the Governor and Committee in London that: 

Mr. Fidler was some time employed near the outlet of Knee Lake 
where he erected two small houses cleared a large piece of ground 
& cut down & rafted to the spot 250 pieces of timber to be used 
in building a depot for Athapescow goods, he would have done a 
vast deal of work had it been possible to afford him pemmican. 
Mr. Fidler is eminently qualified for this kind of business. In the 
courseof three months in the summer 1814 when Capt 
Macdonnell was absent from Red River Mr. Fidler left in charge, 
performed a good deal of business, he built a convenient farm 
house with barn stable cow house sheep house & hog stye and 
enclosed the whole within a strong fence of Stockades 3½ chains 
square. He built also the walls & roof of a Government house of 
two stories 64x22 ft a detached Kitchen 23x17 ft a neat dwelling 
house 23x16. He made two kilns of charcoal 15 tons of hay broke 
up 2½ acres of land & secured all the crops. – during the time the 
Settlers & Servants were employed thus usefully they are said to 
have been more contented than they were before or have since 

 
61 HBCA B.22/a/19, 2 August 1815. 
62 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-2, Vol 5, p. 1653. Robert Semple (YF) to Colin Robertson, 5 September 
1815. 
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been. . . . I would beg leave to recommend Mr. Fidler to your 
Honors as a proper person to be employed in Superintending any 
business similar to that in which he was employed last summer. 
His presence is at this time considered necessary at the Colon.63 

 
 Based on these reports, Fidler would stay in the Colony/Brandon House orbit 

surveying lots and helping to feed and build the Colony. He would regain command of 

Brandon House in the winter of 1815-16, even though still classified only as a 

“Surveyor”.64  

During the winter, the NWC planned further actions to evict the settlers.  Fidler 

learned on 11 May 1816 that the Metis had seized HBC pemmican boats passing down 

the Qu’Appelle River.65  Then they captured Brandon House on 1 June.66 They seized 

Thomas Fidler and told him that they would kill him if he did not reveal where the 

ammunition and other valuables were hidden in the HBC post.67 In this process, the 

Metis and NWC destroyed a good part of Brandon House. They then moved on to 

attack the Colony and Peter Fidler and the remaining HBC servants reoccupied the 

damaged Brandon House. On 21 June 1816, two days after the Battle of Seven Oaks, 

Fidler embarked for the Forks.68 With the Colony destroyed, Governor Semple and 21 

men killed, all remaining settlers were dispatched to Lake Winnipeg, and Fidler was 

 
63 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-2, Vol 5, pp. 1434-1434, Thomas Thomas to Governor & Committee, 15 
September 1815. 
64 HBCA B.239/d/175, fos. 5d-6; B.63/f/1. His journal for Brandon House in 1815-16 can be found 
at B.22/a/19. 
65 HBCA B.22/a/19, 11 May 1816. 
66 HBCA B.22/a/19, 1 June 1816. 
67 HBCA B.22/a/19, 1 June 1816. 
68 HBCA B.22/a/19, 15 June 1816. 
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taken prisoner by the NWC and sent to Point Foutre on the Winnipeg River. Finding 

nothing to hold him, however, they released him and he returned to Jack River.69 In 

August 1816, Fidler and his family left Jack River to winter at Big Point House on Lake 

Manitoba.70  

Fidler returned to Jack River from Big Point House on 16 June 1817,71 and with 

Lord Selkirk present and the Colony re-established, Fidler returned to the settlement. 

He was present for the signing of the treaty with Peguis, signed on 18 July 1817.72  

Thereafter he surveyed more lots along Red River. Fidler finished mapping the track of 

the NWC men at Seven Oaks on 4 August.73 In September 1817 he returned to Brandon 

House as “Master”.74  Based on his Report of the Red River District in May of 1819, 

Fidler began rebuilding Brandon House, located 6 miles above the Souris River on the 

south side of the Assiniboin River. In the spring/summer of 1818 he built “a small new 

house . . . 30 by 14 feet there are a smith & coopers shop also a Trading room Provisions 

store and 2 stables with Houses for the men & Indians when they come to the Houses 

 
69 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-17, Vol. 67, p. 18,073. Journal of Alexander Macdonell, 18-19 July 1816. 
70 With Brandon House nearly destroyed, the HBC appointed Fidler as “Trader” to Lake Manitoba. 
HBCA B.239/d/188, fos. 5d-6. LAC Selkirk Papers, C-17, Vol. 67, p. 18,088. On August 12, 1816, 
Alexander Macdonell noted that Fidler had left for Lake Manitoba. On March 26, 1817, Macdonell 
noted that he was the trader at Big Point House (p. 18,164). No journals exist for this post in 1816-
17. 
71 LAC Selkirk Papers, C-17, Vol. 67, p. 18,164.  
72 HBCA B.22/a/20, 18 July 1817. 
73 HBCA B.22/a/20, 4 August 1817. 
74 HBCA B.239/d/195, fos. 4d-5. 
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to Trade.”75  Fidler kept a journal at Brandon House until June 1818,76 when he returned 

to the forks.  

 

 Peter Fidler's Survey of the Battle of Seven Oaks and Selkirk Settlement in 1817 

 

 
75 HBCA B.22/e/1, fo. 7d. 
76 This journal which includes material from his stay at Red River, is found at HBCA B.22/a/20 
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In 1818-19, Fidler travelled up the Winnipeg and English Rivers to Martin’s Fall, 

and in fall returned to Brandon House, where he spent the winter as “District Master”.77 

This would be the last he would see of Brandon House which was clearly in decline. He 

would note in 1819 that Brandon House required only 10 men to staff it, while Beaver 

Creek required 18 to 20 men.78 By 1823, the Council of the Northern Department 

decided they would close Brandon House if James Bird could find suitable replacement. 

In 1824, Brandon House was closed.79 

 

1819-1822 Fort Dauphin 

With Brandon House in decline Fidler was sent to be District Master at Fort 

Dauphin in the fall of 1819.80  Fidler, however, was in decline as well and during the 

winter of 1819-20, he was unwell a lot. On 4 November 1819, as the measles and 

whooping cough was raging, Fidler noted that “I am quite bad in my head which renders  

 

 
77 HBCA B.239/d/204, fos, 5d-6. His journal for 1818-19 is included in HBCA B.22/a/21. 
78 HBCA B.22/e/1, fo. 9.  
79 Brandon House was re-established in 1828, 12 miles above the old Brandon House, on the north 
side of the Assiniboine. It was built to compete with American traders in the Turtle Mountain 
region. This post was closed in 1832. 
80 The journals of Fidler’s superintendence of Fort Dauphin from 1819 to 1821 can be found at 
B.51/a/2-3. 
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me quite delirious at times”81  This was the first time that he noted the appearance of 

symptoms that recurred until his death.  He noted that he felt better on the 6th, but then 

on the 8th “I am now become much worse, cannot keep up my head or hold my head 

steady – and eat little.”  Then, on 11 November, “Very badly these several Days with 

frequent & very severe fits, two men sat up with me these last 2 nights.”  And on 30 

November he wrote “I am still very bad not able to get out of bed, so very weak & can 

eat nothing.” On 8 December he finally noted that “I am rather better this Day.”  On 

14 December he wrote “I can now keep out of bed 2 hours at a time every day, but 

cannot get any sleep at night.  

At Dauphin, his sons Thomas and George were with him. In August, with the 

recent arrival of Anglican clergy, and influenced by his ill health, Fidler went to Norway 

House to have his children baptised, to be married to Mary in an Anglican ceremony 

(12-14 August),82 and to write his will (16 August 1821).83  Then he returned to Fort 

Dauphin. 

In July 1822 Fidler was relieved of his duties, but his salary was continued.  He 

had an attack of palsy which affected his memory.84 On 27 July 1822, George Simpson 

wrote to Fidler that; 

I am concerned to learn that your general Health is greatly impaired and 
that your memory is so much injured by the recent severe attack of Palsy 

 
81 HBCA B.51/a/2, 4 November 1819. 
82 HBCA E.4/1a, fos 34d-35; E.4/1b, fo. 197. 
83 HBCA A.44/2. 
84 HBCA D. 4/1, fo. 67d. 
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as to render it not only painful to yourself, but unsafe for the interests of 
the Company, that you should continue in charge of Manitooban, the 
Council have therefore in consideration of your long and faithful Services 
relieved you thereof, but continued your Salary for this year, and I am 
satisfied that Mr. McDonell will render your situation as comfortable 
during the winter as circumstances admit; in Spring however I would 
recommend that yourself and Family remove to Red River Colony where 
the Gentleman in charge of that District will see you settled in a Lot of 
Land.  –Your situation will be represented to the Honble. Committee 
and I have no doubt that they will with their wonted liberality take your 
case into favorable consideration.”85  

 
Fidler died on 17 December 1822. 
 

 
85 D.4/1, fos. 68-68d. 


